[Pneumonia - pathogen-based or constellation-based therapy?].
Community-acquired pneumonia is one of the most frequent infectious diseases with high morbidity and mortality. Early and sufficient antibiotic treatment is crucial for the prognosis of the patient. The underlying pathogens are mostly unknown at the onset of symptoms. The choice of antibiotic treatment depends on the suspected pathogens, derived from the typical germs and the typical resistances in a certain area. In addition, individual risk factors, such as age, severity of the diseases, comorbidities, and previous antibiotic treatment have a major impact on the probability of dying for an individual patient. These factors must be considered at the beginning of any treatment. Pathogen-based treatment has to be switched to constellation-based treatment.